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prevailing at home. As a result of these things the
spirit of the Americans on the Canal Zone, from the
chairman and chief engineer down to the actual dig-
gers, was that of a detennination to lay the barrier low,
and to complete the job well within the limit of time
and at the lowest possible cost." How De Lesseps
•would have rejoiced in this care for the labourer.
It is impossible here to write in detail of the tremen-
dous engineering achievements, the " man-made can-
yon " of the Gulebra Gut where over a hundred million
cubic yards of material had to be excavated and
removed, the building of the great Gatun Dam to
control the torrential floods of the Ghagres River, a
dam containing nearly 30,000,000 tons of material and
covering 288 acres, the twelve huge locks, six at each
end of the Gatun Lake, which lift and let down vessels
by a threefold stairway from ocean level to a height
above the sea of 85 feet. The epic of Panama has been
often told, and will always remain as one of the greatest
human triumphs. Now the fifty-mile passage from the
Atlantic to the Pacific can be made in six short hours.
From the time that the Americans set to work the
making of the canal occupied ten years and three
months. It was officially opened in 1914 and by 1915
the shipping of the seven seas was free to make use of
the new route from east to west. It is saddening to
remember that at this date the nations were locked in
bloody conflict, intent on destruction, and in the
trenches of France and Flanders were fighting and
dying the sons and sons-in-law of Ferdinand de Lesseps,
the man of vision, the creator of Suez and the inspirer
of Panama, the man who sought peace and pursued it.

